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DALIC is maintaining information for six categories:  Session Laws; Statutes; Register; Administrative 
Code; Supreme Court Opinions; and Appellate Court Opinions.  The information is just for the online 
version of these resources. 

 
Questions: 
Are any of the following Missouri online resources designated as official?  Are any of these online 
resources authenticated? 

*1. Missouri Revised Statutes 
The online version is NOT considered official.  
The online version is not authenticated. 

* Per Russell Hembree, Revisor of Statutes,  Russ.Hembree@lr.mo.gov:   Mo. Rev. Stat. §2.030.1 allows 
us to produce the Revised Statutes online but do not make them the official version (same for the 
Session Laws).  The policy of the Joint Committee has always been that the print versions of the Revised 
Statutes and of the Session Laws are the “official” versions.  As we transition to a new computer 
programming system for the statutory database, one which will more readily allow “real-time” changes, 
that policy will likely change. 

*2. Session Laws of Missouri 
The online version is NOT considered official. 
The online version is not authenticated. 

Note:  The Session Laws are linked from the Missouri General Assembly page.  The link is located under 
the photograph. 

* Per Russell Hembree, Revisor of Statutes,  Russ.Hembree@lr.mo.gov:  Mo. Rev. Stat. §2.030.1 and Mo. 
Rev. Stat. §2.040.1 allows us to produce the Session Laws online but do not make them the official 
version.  The policy of the Joint Committee has always been that the print versions of the Revised 
Statutes and of the Session Laws are the “official” versions.  As we transition to a new computer 
programming system for the statutory database, one which will more readily allow “real-time” changes, 
that policy will likely change. 

 

*3. Code of State Regulations 
The online version is NOT official.  Per the home page, “This web site is not the official copy of the 
CSR. The official copy remains the paper copy published by the Office of the Secretary of State 
pursuant to section 536.031, RSMo Supp. 2004.” 
The online version is not authenticated. 
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*This information is correct via Waylene Hiles, Director of Administrative Rules Division and Senior 
Counsel, Office of Secretary of State, at waylene.hiles@sos.mo.gov . 

*4. Missouri Register 
The online version is NOT official.  Per the home page, “This web site contains copies of the Missouri 
Register. These are not the official copies of the Missouri Register. The official copies remain the 
paper copies published by the Office of the Secretary of State pursuant to section 536.015, RSMo 
2000.” 
The online version is not authenticated. 

*This information is correct via Waylene Hiles, Director of Administrative Rules Division and Senior 
Counsel, Office of Secretary of State, at waylene.hiles@sos.mo.gov . 

5. Supreme Court Opinions 
Nowhere online does it state that the online versions of the Missouri Supreme Court opinions are 
official, so it is safe to assume they are NOT official.  Within each online Supreme Court summary it 
states:  This summary is not part of the opinion of the Court. It has been prepared by the communications 
counsel for the convenience of the reader. It neither has been reviewed nor approved by the Supreme 
Court and should not be quoted or cited. 
The online opinions are not authenticated. 

6. Appellate Court Opinions 
Nowhere online does it state that the online versions of the Missouri Appellate Court opinions are 
official, so it is safe to assume they are NOT official.  Within each online Appellate Court summary it 
states:  THIS SUMMARY IS UNOFFICIAL AND SHOULD NOT BE QUOTED OR CITED. 
The online opinions are not authenticated. 

 

Additional questions:  
Does a policy exist to preserve the online resource? 
Not that I could determine 

 

Has the state enacted legislation guaranteeing permanent public access to the online resource?  
No. 

Per email from Annie Moots, Government Documents Librarian, Missouri State Library 
(Annie.Moots@sos.mo.gov) : The State Publications Access Program became law back in 2004, and I 
administrate this program.  However, this program provides ACCESS to select MO state government 
publications; it is not about preservation.  Nor do the laws that make up the program “guarantee” 
“permanent” access.  The biggest caveat is that only certain publications that are available in PDF format 
or can be converted to PDF format are added to our digital library in Internet Archive.  Therefore, the MO 
Revised Statutes, the Code of State Regulations, and the Supreme Court and Appellate Court Opinions 
are not included because they are all in databases that cannot be captured and converted to a PDF 
document. 
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So, yes there is legislation providing access to certain online resources with the State Publications Access 
Program, but it is not permanent nor is it guaranteed. 

 

Are the online resources copyrighted and if so who owns copyright? 

At the bottom of each web page of the MO Revised Statutes is this - Copyright © Missouri Legislature, 
all rights reserved. 

I did not see a copyright statement for any of the other five online documents. 

 

Whether the state has adopted universal citation. 
Not that I could determine. 

Whether the state has adopted the Uniform Electronic Legal Material Act (UELMA).   
Not that I could determine. 

 


